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Salvaging Water-Damaged Items 
 
Indiana State Archivist Jim Corridan asks that the media in Indiana provide the following information to its 
audience(s) to assist them with the recovery of items damaged by water.   
 
In an effort to assist residents and businesses across Indiana suffering from flood damage, the Indiana State 
Archives is providing the following information to assist in preserving and minimizing the damage from the flooding 
this past weekend.  State Archivist Jim Corridan has established a special phone line at the State Archives to aid 
local government's attempting to salvage official government records, (317) 591-5220 x376. Additional information is 
available from the Indiana Commission on Public Records’ website www.in.gov/icpr, as is information about 
treatments for water damage. 
 
Corridan has asked the academic community and public libraries to assist in efforts required to salvage public 
institution's documents and records.  “We all need to work together to save important parts of Indiana’s past and it 
may require the efforts of hundreds,” said Corridan.  The State Archives with assistance from the State Library is 
spearheading this effort.   
 
How to deal with flood-damaged pictures, documents and books: 
 
If your items can be dealt with immediately: 
Carefully rinse silt and mud off of the item with clean water if possible. If this is not possible very gently brush 
sediment off items. It is crucial to completely dry or to freeze items as quickly as possible to avoid the growth of mold. 
Photographs should be removed from frames or frozen in frames. Books, papers and home made print-outs of digital 
photographs can be safely dried in a place where air is circulating (i.e. not in a tightly closed room). Place plain paper 
towels in between approximately every 15 pages or less and change out with dry paper towels as they become 
saturated.  To dry photographs that have been professionally developed, place wax paper in between each 
photograph as they are drying, or lay the photographs out individually. Be aware that photographs may curl if dried in 
this manner, but can be flattened later. Smaller books can be stood on end on a flat surface with the pages fanned 
open to air dry. Only use this method if the book is strong enough to stand open in this manner. Books and 
magazines with glossy paper must be opened so that every page remains separated while drying to avoid the pages 
becoming stuck together.  
 
If items cannot be dealt with immediately: 
Wrap in plastic each book or stack of papers no more than an inch high and freeze. Professionally printed 
photographs should be isolated between layers of wax paper before freezing. Freezing inhibits the growth of mold. 
Items can be thawed at your convenience until the pages or photographs can be separated without tearing and then 
dried in the above manner. 
  
Continue to dry items in your preferred method at least 24 hours beyond the point at which they seem dry to touch. If 
items are affected by mold, do not attempt to clean them yourself as the mold can be a health hazard; consult a 
conservation professional. 
 
Further information is available from: 
Northeast Document Conservation Center - http://www.nedcc.org/resources/leaflets/3Emergency_Management 
 
American Institute for Conservation - “Tips for the Care of Water-Damaged Family Heirlooms and Other Valuables” - 
http://aic.stanford.edu/library/online/disaster/tentip.html 
 
You can email the Indiana State Archives – Conservation Lab at arc@icpr.in.gov 
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